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EXPEDITED CARD REFORM FOR 
CONSUMERS ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3639) to amend 
the Credit Card Accountability Responsi-
bility and Disclosure Act of 2009 to establish 
an earlier effective date for various con-
sumer protections, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Chair, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3639—the Expedited CARD Act of 
2009. This important piece of legislation will 
continue the great work that this Congress 
and the President completed earlier this year, 
by moving up the remaining dates on the origi-
nal Credit CARD Act. 

Since signing the CARD Act into law, credit 
card companies have engaged in last-ditch 
predatory practices, seeking to gain as much 
money as possible from the American con-
sumer. Many of the same practices that the 
Federal Reserve labeled ‘‘unfair or deceptive’’ 
and were prohibited in the original CARD Act, 
have increased in past months. In fact, since 
last May, credit card companies have raised 
interest rates by an average of 20 percent. 

When this law was passed, this body 
warned credit card companies that swift action 
would be taken if these companies took ad-
vantage of the staggered implementation of 
the bill. It is clear these companies have done 
just that, and we are now prepared to follow 
through on our promise. 

I want to thank Mrs. MALONEY and Chairman 
FRANK for their hard work on this issue and I 
am proud to be a cosponsor on this important 
piece of legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
bill. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT WAMPLE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Robert 
Wample upon his retirement as the director of 
the Viticulture and Enology Research Center 
and the chair of the Department of Viticulture 
and Enology at California State University, 
Fresno. Dr. Wample was honored on Sep-
tember 19, 2009 at a fundraising event for the 
Robert L. Wample Viticulture and Enology En-
dowment Fund in support of the Jordan Col-
lege of Agricultural Sciences and Technology. 

Dr. Wample served in the United States Ma-
rine Corps from 1962 until 1966. Upon sepa-
rating from the military, he began his college 
education. In 1971, he graduated cum laude 
from the University of Idaho with a Bachelors 

of Science degree in Botany. While attending 
college he worked as a Research Technician 
for the United States Department of Agri-
culture at the Forest Service research center 
in Idaho. Dr. Wample continued his education 
at the University of Calgary in Calgary, Al-
berta, Canada, where he earned his Ph.D. in 
Plant Physiology. His teaching career began 
while in Calgary; while completing his Ph.D. 
he was a Graduate Teaching Assistant at the 
University. 

After earning his Ph.D., Dr. Wample served 
as a Postgraduate Scholar for the National 
Research Council of Canada. In 1976, he 
moved to southern California to take an Asso-
ciate Professor of Botany position with Cali-
fornia State University, Fullerton. After two 
years, he moved to Washington State Univer-
sity where he was an Associate Professor of 
Horticulture and Assistant Horticulturist for 
nine years. In 1993, he became a Professor, 
Horticulturist and Viticulturist for the Depart-
ment of Horticulture and Landscape Architec-
ture at Washington State University. In 2000, 
Dr. Wample found his way to California State 
University, Fresno. Over the past nine years, 
he has served as the Julio Gallo Chair and Di-
rector of the Viticulture and Enology Research 
Center, as well as the Chair of the Department 
of Viticulture and Enology. 

Prior to Dr. Wample joining CSU Fresno, 
the viticulture and enology had been operating 
independently of each other for fifty years. 
Under his leadership, the two programs were 
merged together to become the first California 
State University to combine the two research 
and academic programs. The merge has had 
great success, including the recognition of 
CSU Fresno as a global agricultural education 
prominence. Further, during Dr. Wample’s ten-
ure, the program has raised well over five 
hundred thousand dollars in industry funding 
for the research programs. 

Dr. Wample has served on a number of 
committees for the departments and colleges 
he has worked in. He has served on the 
Washington State Animal Damage Control Ad-
visory Board, the Washington Agriculture and 
Forestry Leadership Selection Committee, the 
W–130/WRCC–17, organizing committee for 
the International Symposium on Nitrogen in 
Grapes and Wine, the National Grapevine Im-
portation Program and he served as the co- 
chairman of the committee for the International 
Symposium on Wine Grape Irrigation. He is 
also involved with the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, American 
Society of Plant Physiology, American Society 
of Horticulture Science, American Society of 
Enology and Viticulture and the Northwest 
Chapter of the American Society of Enology 
and Viticulture. Dr. Wample’s civic and com-
munity membership includes Rotary Inter-
national, Prosser Wine and Food Fair Com-
mittee, Advisor to the Prosser Economic De-
velopment Association and United Good 
Neighbors. 

Dr. Wample has been involved with, and led 
numerous research projects, including re-
search on specific physiological responses of 

a plant and agricultural advancements in ma-
chinery and irrigation. He has spoken at many 
seminars and given many presentations. Dr. 
Wample is published in well over two hundred 
journals, books, magazines, reports, abstracts, 
papers and publications. 

For his activities, inside the university and 
the community, Dr. Wample has been widely 
honored. He has been honored by the Amer-
ican Society of Enology and Viticulture, the 
International Symposium of Nitrogen in 
Grapes and Wine, the Second International 
Symposium on Climate Viticulture, Inter-
national Conference on Crop Productivity and 
the National Research Council of Canada. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Dr. Robert Wample upon his 
retirement from California State University, 
Fresno. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Dr. Wample many years of continued 
success. 

f 

THANKING JOE ADAMS FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on the occasion of his retirement on 
November 2, 2009, we rise to thank Mr. Joe 
Adams for his 32 years of distinguished serv-
ice to Congress. Joe has served this great in-
stitution as a valued employee of the Architect 
of the Capitol for 19 years and House Informa-
tion Resources (HIR), in the Office of the 
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for 13 
years. 

Joe joined HIR in 1996 as a Data Network 
Engineer. During this time, he successfully up-
graded the House Campus Data Network to 
an Ethernet-based, high-capacity data commu-
nications backbone and increased the House 
Internet connection capacity 200 fold from 3 
Megabits per second (Mbps) to 600 Mbps. 
These upgrades were the foundation of greatly 
improved information technology service deliv-
ery and contributed significantly to highly avail-
able, mission critical data transport services. 

In recent years, as manager for the Network 
Systems Engineering Branch, Joe led a team 
of engineers who helped implement upgrades 
to support efficient, effective and sustainable 
services to the House. His unparalleled dedi-
cation, considerable institutional knowledge 
and attention to detail have helped the Office 
of the CAO maintain a high degree of cus-
tomer satisfaction. For his performance, he 
was awarded the ‘‘CAO Distinguished Service 
Award’’ in 2003 and the ‘‘CAO Excellence 
Award for Knowledge’’ in 2008. 

On behalf of the entire House community, 
we extend congratulations to Joe for his years 
of dedication and outstanding contributions to 
the United States Congress. 
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